Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 290 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.051; wR factor = 0.094; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.1.
The asymmetric unit of the title compound, C 20 H 20 ClNO 2 , contains two crystallographically independent molecules of similar geometry. The piperidine ring adopts a distorted boat conformation in both molecules, in which the N atom assumes an almost planar configuration.
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For the crystal structure of 3,5-dimethyl-bis(2-methoxyphenyl)piperidin-4-one, see: Parthiban et al. (2008) . 
